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CHAPTER 1 



INTRODUCTION 

1. We have undertaken three major regional surveys designed to assess the 
probable demand for water in England and Wales up to the end of this century 
and to indicate how it can be met. We reported on South-East England in 1966^; 
the present report deals with the North of England and North Wales; and we hope 
to report next year on Wales and the Midlands . 
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2. This report overtakes our interim report on the North, published in 1967 . 
It deals with those parts of England and Wales contained within the areas of 
the Cumberland, Northumbrian, Yorkshire Ouse and Hull, Lancashire, Mersey and 
Weaver, and Dee and Clwyd River Authorities. The area of the Dee and Clwyd 
River Authority will also be included in our report on Wales and the Midlands; 
it is included in the present report because of its importance for the 
Liverpool Corporation Water Undertaking and the Wirral Water Board. This 
report therefore covers the whole of Cumberland, Westmorland, Northumberland, 
Durham, Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cheshire; most of Flintshire; parts of 
Denbighshire, Merionethshire, and fringe areas in Shropshire, Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire. 

3. Preliminary studies of the possibilities of estuary storage in Morecambe 
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Bay, the Dee Estuary and Sc-lway Firth were published in 1966-7 . In Morecambe 
Bay and the Dee Estuary further studies of feasibility and cost are now in 
progress, and reports on these should be available in 1971. There is also a 
wide range of potential inland resources in the region. The choice, for the 
long term, between the various alternative sources of supply can be made only 
when the estuary studies are complete. But an assessment of the inland 
resources is required now, so that (i) short-term developments for the next ten 
years can be selected which will not prejudice long-term planning to the end of 
the century, and (ii) the physical suitability of sites for possible long-term 
development may be investigated in good time for the major decisions which will 
need to be taken from 1972 onwards. This report provides such an assessment. 



1. Water Supplies in South-East England: H.M.S.O. 1966 . 

2. Interim Report on Water Resources in the North: H.M.S.O. 1967. 

3. Moreoambe Bay Barrage: Desk Study: Report of Consultants ; Solway Barrage: 
Desk Study: Report of Consultants j Moreoambe Bay and Solway Barrages: 
Report on Desk Studies ; Dee Crossing Study Phase 1. H.M.S.O. 1966-7. 
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It also makes some comparisons based on the preliminary studies of estuary 
storage. We hope that it will give the river authorities a firm basis for 
action in the period before the major decisions for the future can be taken. 

We intend to discuss it not only with the river authorities but also with 
organisations representing water users and other interests. 

4. As in our survey of South-East England, a Technical Working Party was 
established to assess demands and resources in the region. Its members were 
the Chief Engineers of the river authorities; representatives of the corres- 
ponding Area Committees of the British Waterworks Association; representatives 
of the Central Electricity Generating Board, the British Waterways Board and 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government; and members of our staff. Their 
report''", which is published separately, has formed the basis of our own report, 
and we refer frequently to it in the following chapters. We are grateful to 
the Working Party for their lucid, painstaking and comprehensive work. 



1. Water Resources in the North: Report of the Northern Technical Working 
Party: H.M.S.O. 1970. 
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